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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 
 

 

Laura S. Black 
NH Division of Historical Resources 
19 Pillsbury Street 
Concord, NH  03301 
(603) 271-6438 laura.black@dcr.nh.gov 
 
Ms. Black has been with the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources (DHR) since 2010, as project director 

for a variety of DHR’s more unique projects and as “above-ground” compliance reviewer for transportation 

projects.  Ms. Black’s prior public history and cultural resources management experience includes positions at a 

living history museum and at a local historical society in New York, and 10 years as a Philadelphia area-based 

preservation consultant conducting a wide range of federal, state, and local cultural resource compliance studies 

throughout the mid-Atlantic region. 

 

Christopher L. Boldt 
Donahue, Tucker & Ciandella, PLLC 
56 NH Route 25, P.O. Box 214 
Meredith, NH  03253 
(603) 279-4158 cboldt@dtclawyers.com 
 
Attorney Boldt is a partner at Donahue, Tucker & Ciandella, PLLC, in the firm’s Meredith office, where he practices 
municipal, real estate and land use law.  He earned his B.A. from Trinity University in 1984, a Diploma of Anglo-Irish 
Literature from Trinity College, Dublin, in 1985, and his J.D. from the University of Texas School of Law in 1988.  
Attorney Boldt handles cases involving municipal law and taxation, conveyance and title issues, boundary disputes, 
land use and development matters, conservation easements, litigation, appeals to the NH Supreme Court, and 
mediation.  He has been a member of the NHBA Real Estate Section’s subcommittee in charge of reviewing the NH 
Title Standards since 2004.  He is a member of the Belknap County Bar Association, the State Bar of Texas, and the 
NH Bar Association.  Attorney Boldt is a frequent lecturer for the New Hampshire Municipal Association, the NH 
Office of Energy and Planning, the NH Bar Association, and the NH Land Surveyors Association. 
 
Stephen Buckley 
New Hampshire Municipal Association 
25 Triangle Park Drive 
Concord, NH  03301 
(603) 224-7447 sbuckley@nhmunicipal.org 
 
Attorney Buckley became Legal Services Counsel at the New Hampshire Municipal Association in 2014, after nearly 
30 years practicing municipal law in New Hampshire, with a special emphasis on zoning and planning.  He earned 
his undergraduate degree from San Diego State University in 1981 and received his law degree from the Franklin 
Pierce Law Center in 1984.  Attorney Buckley is a member of the NH Bar Association and its Municipal Law Section.  
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Margaret Byrnes 
New Hampshire Municipal Association  
25 Triangle Park Drive 
Concord, NH  03301 
(603) 224-7447 mbyrnes@nhmunicipal.org 
 

Attorney Byrnes is a staff attorney at the New Hampshire Municipal Association where she provides legal advice to 

NHMA members, speaks at workshops and other training programs, and writes for NHMA's many publications. 

 

Daniel Callister 
Lakes Region Planning Commission 
103 Main Street, Suite #3 
Meredith, NH  03253 
(603) 279-8171 dcallister@lakesrpc.org 
 
Mr. Callister has a BS in Geography from Utah State University and an MS in Bioregional Planning and Community 

Development from the University of Idaho.  His research in the use of Geographic Information Systems for bicycle 

infrastructure planning has been published in the Journal of Urban Geography and the Transportation Research 

Board.  Mr. Callister has been at the Lakes Region Planning Commission for three years, working on transportation 

planning and GIS. 

 

Anne Duncan Cooley 
Upper Valley Housing Coalition 
P.O. Box 973 
Wilder, VT  05088 
(603) 448-0272 adc@uvhc.org 
 
Attorney Duncan Cooley has been the Executive Director of the Upper Valley Housing Coalition since 2004.  She 
also recently served as Chair of Upper Valley Strong, the regional Tropical Storm Irene Long Term Recovery 
Committee, a multi-year collaboration of agencies, government, individuals and local organizations leading the 
local individual recovery effort.  She serves on the Town of Orford Select Board, Conservation Commission, Energy 
Committee, and is Chair of the Orford Academy Task Force.  Attorney Duncan Cooley was a longtime Director and 
Board Chair of the Upper Valley United Way and Board member of Twin Pines Housing Trust.  A graduate of Mt. 
Holyoke College in South Hadley, MA, she began her career as a lawyer after graduating from Vermont Law School 
with honors in 1989, and serving as Trial Court Law Clerk in Bennington County, VT.  In 1990, she joined the law 
firm of Stebbins, Bradley, Harvey and Miller in Hanover, NH, practicing in both NH and VT.  She is a member of the 
Leadership New Hampshire class of 2008. 
 
Daniel D. Crean 
Crean Law Office 
414 East View Drive 
Pembroke, NH  03275 
(603) 928-7760 creanlaw@comcast.net 
 
Attorney Crean of Crean Law Office in Pembroke has practiced municipal law for more than 35 years and is 
Executive Director of the NH Municipal Lawyers Association.  For the International Municipal Lawyers Association, 
he is NH State Chair, Personnel Section Chair, an IMLA Fellow, received the 2012 Faculty Award, and writes for 
Municipal Lawyer.  He has taught at the University of New Hampshire Law and Graduate Schools.  Attorney Crean 
wrote Responding to Changes in Building and Zoning Codes, in Municipal Building and Zoning Code Enforcement 
Best Practices, and contributed two chapters to Town and Gown: Legal Strategies for Effective Collaboration.  He 
has served on many local boards and committees.  Attorney Crean graduated from Yale University and the 
University of Wisconsin Law School. 
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Jennifer Czysz 
Nashua Regional Planning Commission 
9 Executive Park Drive, Suite 201 
Merrimack, NH  03054 
(603) 424-2240 x 3: jenc@nashuarpc.org 
 
Ms. Czysz was recently appointed Assistant Director at Nashua Regional Planning Commission and served as 
the Program Manager for the statewide Granite State Future (GSF) efforts.  She supported the many GSF program 
partners and committees to engage stakeholders, develop a regional planning process template, formulate 
statewide core data and metrics, and disseminate information to be used by New Hampshire’s nine regional 
planning commissions in their regional planning efforts.  Prior to joining Nashua RPC, Ms. Czysz served as a Senior 
Planner at the NH Office of Energy and Planning where her work centered on land use policy, municipal and 
regional planning assistance, and water resources.  Previously, she was a regional planner at Southern NH Planning 
Commission focusing on housing, natural hazard mitigation, emergency management planning, and local land use 
planning.  She has served as President and Vice President of the New Hampshire Planners Association and the New 
Hampshire State Director of the Northern New England Chapter of the American Planning Association. A 2001 
graduate of MIT’s Department of Urban Studies and Planning, she earned a Masters in City Planning and a 
Certificate in Urban Design, and holds a Bachelor of Architecture from Norwich University. 
 
Rob Dapice 
Plan New Hampshire 
56 Middle Street, 2d Floor 
Portsmouth, NH  03801 
(603) 452-7526 
 

Mr. Dapice is the Chair of the Plan New Hampshire Board of Directors and is on the Charrette Committee.  He has 

participated in and led planning charrettes in several municipalities.  He works at NH Housing Finance Authority. 

 

J. William Degnen 
NH Division of Fire Safety 
110 Smokey Bear Blvd 
Concord, NH  03301 
(603) 223-4289 j.william.degnan@dos.nh.gov 
 
Mr. Degnen is New Hampshire’s State Fire Marshal and the Director of the Division of Fire Safety for the NH 

Department of Safety. 

 

Amy Dixon 
NH Division of Historical Resources 
19 Pillsbury Street 
Concord, NH  03301 
603-271-3483 amy.dixon@dcr.nh.gov 
 
Ms. Dixon joined the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources (DHR) in 2014 as the coordinator for its 

newly-established storm recovery and disaster planning grant program.  Ms. Dixon has 15 years of experience in 

cultural resources management, starting her career as a preservation consultant in Philadelphia and eventually 

returning to her home state of New Hampshire where she continued working as a preservation consultant.  Before 

joining the DHR staff, she was the Historic Resource Specialist at the New Hampshire Land and Community 

Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP). 
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Benjamin D. Frost 

New Hampshire Housing Finance Authority 
32 Constitution Drive 
Bedford, NH  03110 
(603) 310-9361 bfrost@nhhfa.org 
 
Attorney Frost is the Director of Public Affairs at NH Housing Finance Authority where he coordinates federal and 
state legislative matters and provides direct technical assistance to municipalities that want to develop regulations 
to promote affordable housing.  He serves as NH Housing Finance’s representative on the NH Energy Efficiency and 
Sustainable Energy Board.  He held previous positions such as Senior Planner with the NH Office of Energy and 
Planning, Executive Director of the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission and as a planner and 
administrator in local and regional government in New Hampshire and elsewhere.  Attorney Frost is the former 
Chair of the Municipal Section of the New Hampshire Bar Association.  He serves as the Treasurer of the NH 
Planners Association, as the Professional Development Officer of the Northern New England Chapter of the 
American Planning Association and is a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners.  Attorney Frost 
holds B.A. and M.A. degrees in Geography with a Soviet/Russian focus from Colgate University and Syracuse 
University, respectively, and a law degree from Cornell Law School with a concentration in business law and 
regulation. 
 
Ken Gallager 
NH Office of Energy & Planning 
107 Pleasant Street, Johnson Hall 
Concord, NH  03301 
(603) 271-1773 k.gallager@nh.gov 
 
Mr. Gallager is a Principal Planner with the NH Office of Energy and Planning and is responsible for calculating the 

State’s annual population estimates and for disseminating Census demographic data.  Mr. Gallager also heads the 

State GIS Advisory Committee and has been doing geographic analysis for New Hampshire since 1988. 

 

Cordell Johnston 
New Hampshire Municipal Association 
25 Triangle Park Drive 
Concord, NH  03301 
(603) 224-7447 cjohnston@nhmunicipal.org 
 
Attorney Johnston is a lobbyist for the New Hampshire Municipal Association where he represents the interests of 
New Hampshire’s towns and cities.  Before joining NHMA in 2004, he practiced law with Orr & Reno, a Concord law 
firm, for 19 years.  He is also a former selectman and planning board member in the Town of Henniker. 
 
Theresa Kennett 
Mt. Washington Valley Housing Coalition 
53 Technology Lane, Suite 102 
Conway, NH  03818 
Office: (603) 452-7414 tkennett@mwvhc.org 
 
Ms. Kennett is Executive Director of the Mt. Washington Valley Housing Coalition (MWVHC), a regional non-profit 

advocacy organization with the mission of strengthening community and economy through affordable housing. 

Ms. Kennett is also the Chair of the Mt. Washington Valley Regional Collaborative, a partnership initiative involving 

the Mt. Washington Valley Chamber of Commerce, Mt. Washington Valley Economic Council, and the Mt. 

Washington Valley Housing Coalition.  The goal of the Collaborative is to improve economic growth and 

opportunity, sustainable development and quality of life for the working families of Mt. Washington Valley.  The 

MWV Regional Collaborative has worked successfully with community and business leaders to identify the most 

pressing regional priorities and develop action plans to address obstacles and seize opportunities.  
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Medard Kopczynski 
City of Keene 
3 Washington Street 
Keene, NH  03431 
(603) 352-5440 mkopczynski@ci.keene.nh.us 
 
Mr. Kopczynski is the Assistant City Manager/Health Director for the City of Keene and, among his other duties, 
serves as Director of Code Enforcement.  He has many years of experience in code enforcement around the 
country.  He is a Certified Building Official with the International Code Council (ICC) and sits on the Building Code 
Review Board for the State of New Hampshire.  He is also Vice President of the Eastern States Building Officials 
Federation. 
 
Robin LeBlanc 
Plan New Hampshire 
56 Middle Street, 2nd Floor 
Portsmouth, NH  03801 
(603) 452-7526 r_leblanc@plannh.org 
 
Ms. LeBlanc has been the Executive Director of Plan New Hampshire, based in Portsmouth, since 2008. 

 

Nancy Merrill 
City of Claremont, NH 
14 North Street 
Claremont, NH 03743 
(603) 542-7030 nmerrill@claremontnh.com 
 
Ms. Merrill has been with the City of Claremont since 2004, currently serving as Director of Planning and Economic 

Development.  During her tenure, the City has focused on reinvestment and adaptive reuse as a driver for 

economic growth.  Ms. Merrill has written several articles for magazines and publications including “Economic 

Development Now” and the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston’s “Communities & Banking.”  Claremont received the 

2010 International Economic Development Council Program Award for Real Estate Development and Reuse. 

 

Kelley Monahan 
Grafton County Registry of Deeds 
3855 Dartmouth College Highway 
North Haverhill, NH  03774 
(603) 787-6921 kmonahan@co.grafton.nh.us 
 
Ms. Monahan has had a long career as a small business owner, manager and consultant to businesses in three 
states.  She has specialized in system conversion and increased efficiency.  She has been involved in the planning 
process in the Town of Orford for 17 years.  She is now in her third term as the Grafton County Register of Deeds 
and serves the New Hampshire Register of Deeds Association as secretary. 
 
Virginia Morse 
Kingston Historic District Commission 
163 Main Street  
Kingston, NH  03848 
(603) 642-3342 rlmvmm@comcast.net 
 
Ms. Morse, a resident of Kingston’s Historic District for over 40 years, has been a member of the Historic District 

Commission for 10 years.  Her training for service to the Commission has been through attendance at many OEP 

Planning and Zoning Conferences, mentorships with experienced board members and leaders in state groups such 

as NH Preservation Alliance, and on-the-job training including much time spent reading planning and land use 

regulations. 
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Steve Norton 
NH Center for Public Policy Studies 
1 Eagle Square, Suite 510  
Concord, NH  03301  
(603) 226-2500 snorton@nhpolicy.org 
 
Mr. Norton is the Executive Director of the New Hampshire Center for Public Policy Studies.  Prior to joining the 

Center in 2005, Mr. Norton worked for the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services, most 

recently as the state’s Medicaid Director.  Between 1990 and 1998, Mr. Norton worked as a Research Associate at 

the Urban Institute in Washington, DC where he conducted health services research.  He is a member of the 

Federal Reserve Board’s New England Public Policy Advisory Board and a member of the Concord Zoning Board.     

A native of Gilford, NH, Mr. Norton now lives in Concord with his family. 

 

Christopher Parker 
City of Dover 
288 Central Avenue 
Dover, NH  03820 
(603) 516-6000 c.parker@dover.nh.gov 
 
Mr. Parker is Assistant City Manager and Director of Planning and Strategic Initiatives for the City of Dover, NH, 
where he has been employed in various capacities since 1997.  He focuses largely on land use and transportation 
planning in community development.  Among the projects Mr. Parker is most proud of are the McConnell Center 
which involved the rehabilitation of a 100,000 square foot former high school into a human services hub; the 
development of New Hampshire’s first form-based code for Dover’s downtown; the development of a proactive 
customer service based planning and development process that encourages public participation and education; 
and a complete revamping of the City’s Capital Improvement’s Program, including multi-media elements to 
enhance the ability of citizens to understand and participate in this vital link between Dover’s Master Plan and 
financial policies.  Mr. Parker lives in Dover and was named the Professional Planner of the Year for both the State 
of New Hampshire and Northern New England in 2011. 
 
Nadine Peterson 
NH Division of Historical Resources 
19 Pillsbury Street 
Concord, NH  03301 
(603) 271-3483 nadine.peterson@dcr.nh.gov 
 
Ms. Peterson is the Preservation Project Reviewer for the NH Division of Historical Resources where she oversees 

federally funded and permitted project reviews and assists agencies in determining affects to historic resources. 

She also works with 21 New Hampshire communities on preservation planning activities and grants as part of the 

Certified Local Government Program.  Ms. Peterson enjoys working with municipalities, developers, and 

community stakeholders to identify preservation tools that would protect significant resources and providing 

opportunities for the public to better understand historic properties through presentations and workshops. 

 

Deborah Powers 
Kingston Heritage Commission 
163 Main Street  
Kingston, NH  03848 
603-642-3342 dfjp89@comcast.net 
 
Ms. Powers chairs the Kingston Heritage Commission, which was established by the town's voters at the 2013 
Town Meeting. 
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George O. Reagan 
New Hampshire Housing Finance Authority 
32 Constitution Drive, P.O. Box 5087 
Bedford, NH  03110 
(603) 310-9253 greagan@nhhfa.org 
 
Mr. Reagan is the Administrator for the Housing Awareness Program at New Hampshire Housing.  He supports the 
activities of the New Hampshire Workforce Housing Council which is made up of five regional workforce housing 
coalitions and other local, regional and statewide organizations that work to educate employers, community 
leaders, officials and the public about the connection between economic stability, growth, and the need for a 
balanced and diverse supply of housing for New Hampshire’s workforce.  Prior to joining New Hampshire Housing, 
Mr. Reagan worked in banking, holding both consumer and commercial lending positions with Fleet Bank and St. Mary’s 
Bank.  He also worked as Campaign Director with United Way of the Greater Seacoast and United Way of Greater 
Manchester (now Granite United Way).  Mr. Reagan is a 1986 graduate of the Whittemore School of Business and 
Economics at the University of New Hampshire, Durham with a B.S. in Business Administration. 
 
Wayne Richardson 
Town of Bedford 
24 North Amherst Road 
Bedford, NH  03110 
(603) 472-5242 wrichardson@bedfordnh.org 
 
Mr. Richardson has been the Town of Bedford Building Inspector for 19 years and has been a Certified Building 

Official since 1997.  He is past President of the NH Building Officials Association and past Chair of its Education and 

Training Committee.  Mr. Richardson is the Association’s representative to the State Building Code Review Board 

and public representative on the NH Architects Licensing Board.  Mr. Richardson has been a presenter on building 

code enforcement at many NH Municipal Association conferences. 

 

Carrie Rouleau-Cote 
Town of Auburn 
P.O. Box 309, 47 Chester Road 
Auburn, NH  03032 
603-483-5052, x. 3 
bldginsp@townofauburnnh.com 
 
Ms. Rouleau-Cote has been the Building Inspector, Code Enforcement Officer, Zoning Administrator and Health 

Officer for the Town of Auburn since 2000.  She is a Certified Wetlands Scientist and Licensed Septic Designer in 

New Hampshire and holds several certifications for plan review and various inspector disciplines through the 

International Code Council.  Ms. Rouleau-Cote received her Associates Degree from the University of New 

Hampshire and has worked in the private sector for land surveying and engineering firms before joining the Town 

of Auburn Planning Department in 1996.  Ms. Rouleau-Cote is the President of the New Hampshire Building 

Officials Association which represents almost 200 building officials, code officials and building safety professionals 

throughout New Hampshire. 

 

June Hammond Rowan, Ed.D. 

Center for the Environment, Plymouth State University 
201B Boyd Science Center 
MSC 63, 17 High Street 
Plymouth, NH  03264 
(603) 535-3218 Jhamondrowan@plymouth.edu 
 
Dr. Hammond Rowan is Associate Director of the Center for the Environment (CFE) at Plymouth State University 
(PSU) and a Research Assistant Professor in the Department of Environmental Science and Policy.  Her interests are 
in environmental planning and her research explores local land use decision making.  At PSU, she coordinates the 
Masters of Science in Environmental Science and Policy program; teaches courses in land use planning, land 
conservation, and outreach; and works on a variety of environmental science and outreach projects helping to 
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connect the CFE and PSU to the region.  Ms. Rowan has also worked as a land use planner for the communities of 
Berlin and Plymouth, NH.  Ms. Rowan has a B.A. in geography from the University of Chicago, a M.A. in geography 
from the University of Colorado, and an Ed.D. from Plymouth State University. 
 
Margaret Sharra 
Town of Winchester 
1 Richmond Road 
Winchester, NH  03470 
(603) 239-4951 x106 msharra@winchester.nh.gov 
 
Ms. Sharra has been involved in planning and zoning in Winchester since 1992, and involved in economic 

development since 2006.  She has been the Land Use Administrator since 2012. 

 

Cathy Ann Stacey 
Rockingham County Register of Deeds 
10 Route 125 
Brentwood, NH  03833  
(603) 642-5526 cstacey@nhdeeds.com 
 
Ms. Stacey is in her 11

th
 term as Rockingham County Register of Deeds and is the President of the NH Register of 

Deeds Association.  She is a Past President of NH Association of Counties and currently serves as Chair of the 
Legislative Committee for the New Hampshire Association of Counties.  Ms. Stacey is a member of the Board of 
Directors of HealthTrust (formerly LGC) and the New Hampshire Bar Association. 
 
Sylvia von Aulock 
Town of Exeter 
10 Front Street 
Exeter, NH  03833 
(603) 773-6114 svonaulock@exeternh.gov 
 
Ms. von Aulock, instructor and coloring expert, earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering from Rutgers 
University in 1981, and in 1985 earned a Master’s in Landscape Architecture from the State University of New York 
in Syracuse.  She has 30 years of experience in civil engineering, planning and landscape architecture.  Her career 
has been focused in the public sector, starting with the engineering department of the City of Seattle’s Drainage 
and Wastewater Utility.  Since 1999, Ms. von Aulock has been Exeter’s Town Planner.   
 
Steve Whitman 
Resilience Planning & Design 
23 Parker Street 
Plymouth, NH  03264 
(603) 381-1798 steve@resilienceplanning.net 
 
Mr. Whitman is a professional planner and educator based in Plymouth, NH. He is the founder and principal of 

Resilience Planning & Design, and is also an adjunct faculty member at Plymouth State University and Colby 

Sawyer College. Steve frequently teaches courses in the United States and internationally in environmental 

planning, community planning, permaculture, and sustainability. 
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